Atypical spinal tuberculosis.
The familiar picture of spinal tuberculosis is one of destruction of adjacent vertebral bodies and of the intervening disc. There are, however, other patients without these radiographic changes and with no clinical deformity who present with symptoms and signs of compression of the spinal cord or cauda equina. These patients fall into two different groups: those with tuberculosis of the neural arch; and those with extra-osseous extradural tuberculosis. Both may require laminectomy, but whereas the first has bony involvement and a cold abscess, the second has neither.